	
	Writing

Planning Your Ideas



Writing is often a useful way of sorting your ideas out about something. In these activities, adapted from the Cambridge writing course for Upper-Intermediate students, you will learn more about how you can develop your ideas into a complete text, and get feedback on what you have written.
This short series of activities is intended to introduce some useful techniques.
Stage 1
Choose a topic from the list below, or maybe another topic about which there may be conflicting viewpoints. You could also think of an important decision you have to make, and turn it into a statement, for example; I should find a new job; I should move house.
	Alternative medicine is safer than ordinary medicine
	People should only use alternative medicine for non-serious conditions

	Alternative medicine should only be practised by doctors
	Alternative medicine doesn’t work, it is a con


Stage 2

Consider the main points related to the topic. Then write them into three lists. This is called the PMI Technique.
	Plus points (the pros)
	Minus points (the cons)
	Interesting points


3

Now show your lists to another person, and working together, brainstorm to consider this:
Have you forgotten anything?
4

Now working alone again, think about what will happen as a result of each point you made. If we’re short of time, just do this for a few of them. You can think of possible consequences for this week, this year, twenty years from now etc. 
Now prioritise your points. What are the most important plus points, minus points, interesting points etc?

5 Planning
Decide how you are going to present your information in writing. A common way is to introduce the topic, then bring some of the points into the debate alternating between plus and minus until your reach a conclusion.
But a better way would be to introduce the topic, talk about the most important plus points, then the most important minus points, then a conclusion (or the other way round).

6 Then write 150 words, this isn’t a lot but it’s only practice, and it’ll do for now.

When you write, giving examples will sharpen your ideas and improve the quality of your work.
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